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You Rose to the
Challenge! Thank You!
The challenge: raise $50,000 in new,
unrestricted donations by March 31
to receive another $50,000 from an
anonymous donor in honor of Frank
W. Martin. Thanks to our generous
new donors and to our steadfast
supporters who increased their
contributions, we met our goal and
exceeded it! Thank you!
You helped us honor the legacy of
one of our earliest supporters and
provided more than $100,000 in
unrestricted contributions – dollars
that give us the most flexibility to
meet community need. Unrestricted
contributions can be used to seed
programs like Kids in the Kitchen; to
leverage partnerships with other nonprofits and city agencies like our new
peer recovery program; to provide
food, clothing, emergency assistance,
and case management for families in
crisis; and to simply keep our doors
open, the lights on, and our center
staffed with caring individuals
who welcome new and returning
community members.
Of course, the challenge is not
really over. Each year, Paul’s Place
is a resource for more than 3,500
community members in need of
emergency food, utility, or housing
assistance as well as those seeking
long-term assistance to achieve their
high school diploma, find a job, or
stabilize their lives. In turn, we rely
on you to provide the necessary
resources — not just dollars, but
volunteer support and contributions
of gently used clothing, canned
goods, or toys.
To learn more about how you can
help Paul’s Place every day, visit
www.paulsplaceoutreach.org or
contact Jeffrey Smith at
jsmith@paulsplaceoutreach.org
or 410-625-0775 x120.

Kids in the Kitchen:

Healthy Eating and Food Security
at Home Starts at Paul’s Place

J

elani can’t contain
Kids in the Kitchen,
his energy as he
launched in January,
runs up to Charlotte
is a self-funded pilot
to find out what they are
program to combat hunger,
cooking in the new Kids
malnutrition, obesity
in the Kitchen program.
and associated diseases.
He happily shares that
Our section of Southwest
he made an omelet at
Baltimore has the worst
home for his family; he
indicators of social
Four afternoons a month, elementary, middle, and high school
students learn healthy eating habits, food preparation, and cooking
had just learned how
determinants of health
skills — all while preparing meals for kids in our after-school
the week before. Of the programs to bring home to their families for the weekend.
— that is, the conditions
10 elementary school
in which people are born,
students in the cooking club, Jelani is the most
grow, live, work, and age — of nearly all communities
enthusiastic, but also the most patient when it comes in Maryland. We see the evidence in our Hot Lunch
to learning new techniques, especially knife skills.
line each day, and we estimate that 30% of the children
He wants to be sure he can repeat the skills and
and youth in our after-school programs experience food
recipes perfectly at home.
insecurity, or being without reliable access to sufficient
quantities of affordable, nutritious food.
Aaliyah is equally excited about the program: she
dived right into the cooking classes, but as middle
Now, four afternoons a month, Paul’s Place’s kitchen
school students are, she is more measured in her
has new purpose, as elementary, middle, and high
enthusiasm. She did bug Charlotte, though, until
school students learn healthy eating habits, food
preparation, and cooking skills — all while preparing
she remembered to share with Aaliyah the banana
meals for kids in our after-school programs to
bread recipe from their first Tuesday in the kitchen.
bring home to their families for the weekend. 30
Helping to make 25 loaves of banana bread in our
kitchen did not stop her from wanting to make more families with a total of 116 household members
are participating in the pilot, which is giving
to share with her family!
Paul’s Place the opportunity to test the families’
Charlotte Keniston, an Open Society Institute Fellow,
receptiveness to the program, develop a robust
joined the Paul’s Place team last fall to facilitate a
cooking curriculum, and measure improvements in
variety of projects to address food insecurity and
health outcomes, student behavior, and attitudes
promote healthy eating and community gardening.
toward healthy foods as well as their knowledge of
Charlotte has worked with the Women’s Club and
cooking skills, healthy foods, and nutrition.
our after-school programs on community gardening
projects, is launching a farmers’ market on Thursday
Each day, Monday to Thursday, up to 14 students
evenings this summer starting June 4, and has
from one of our after-school programs don their
developed a brand-new component for our afteraprons for an hour and a half of cooking lessons
school programs – Kids in the Kitchen.
and fun in our kitchen. Among the foods they’ve
cont. on pg. 4
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Hope, Inspiration, and Gratitude Resound at

Paul’s Place’s
Benefit Breakfasts
Board President Denie Dulin (left of center), Honorary
Chairperson Comptroller Peter Franchot (third from left),
Executive Director Bill McLennan (center), and MC Jamie
Costello of WMAR TV (right of center) celebrate the
longstanding partnership with our 2015 Commitment to
Community award winner, Jane Kirschling (second from
left), Dean of the University of Maryland School of Nursing.

O

n April 23 and May 6 at The Center Club and The Radisson Hotel at Cross
Keys, respectively, 240 attendees were inspired by the words from some of our
guests who shared how Paul’s Place had been a resource and source of hope
for them through cancer and homelessness. They also learned more about the
outsized impact Honorary Chairperson Maryland Comptroller Peter Franchot described
seeing in our community because of Paul’s Place, inspired by the life changing services
offered at no cost to our neighbors.
The 2015 Commitment to Community award could not have gone to a better partner:
Dr. Jane M. Kirschling, PhD, RN, FAAN, Dean of the University of Maryland, School of
Nursing! This partnership dates to 1986 when nursing students from the University of
Maryland began offering health screenings for our guests.
Dean Kirschling is a strong believer in our shared objective of providing essential health
services to those in need, and our holistic approach to health care has brought students
from the schools of medicine, social work, and pharmacy to the Nurses’ Clinic. In her
remarks, Dean Kirschling shared, “I have faith that as we move forward, we will carry
with us the stories of hope, inspiration, and gratitude we hear today. Please remember,
we all have the opportunity to write more of these stories every day for our fellow
Baltimore neighbors.”
Inspiration led to action at our Benefit Breakfasts: Paul’s Place received gifts and pledges
totaling almost $200,000 from new donors and sponsors of the event! Comptroller
Franchot challenged attendees to give big – and they did – and to think big for Paul’s
Place, to help Paul’s Place find a $1 million donor. Will you take this challenge?

It’s not too late to join the hundreds
of breakfast attendees who pledged
their support! You too can bring hope
and life changing programs and
services to our neighbors at no cost
to them. Here are a few examples of
how your donations can help:

✹ C O M M U N ITY C O R N E R STO N E:
$5,000 can open one week of
summer camp to 40 elementary
students

✹ M I S S I O N PATR O N: $25,000 can
provide six months of case
management for 25 guests

✹ B LO C K B U I LD E R: $1,000 can make
available utility assistance for up to
4 families

✹ N E I G H B O R H O O D S E NTRY: $10,000
can offer summer internships for
10 high school students

✹ PAU L’S P LAC E B E N E FACTO R: $500
can serve one day of Hot Lunch for
all guests

One hundred guests at The Center Club Benefit Breakfast
(pictured here) and another one hundred forty attendees
at the Cross Keys Benefit Breakfast heeded our call to
action and helped us raise nearly $200,000 to fulfill our
transformative mission and create more stories of hope,
inspiration, and gratitude. What an amazing demonstration
of support from our newest donors!
Wayne Snipes and
Sonya Love – guests
who shared their
stories of finding hope
and life changing
services at Paul’s
Place with attendees
at our Center Club
and Cross Keys
Benefit Breakfasts –
wholeheartedly
thank Bill McLennan
and everyone at
Paul’s Place.

✹ PAU L’S P LAC E I NVE STO R: $2,500
can cover security deposits and
rental assistance for 2 families

Board Member Ed Giltenan of T. Rowe Price (center)
shares a moment with Dennis Robinson from Whiteford,
Taylor, Preston (left), and Jeffrey Smith of Paul’s Place
(right). Support from a wide array of corporate sponsors
like T. Rowe Price and Whiteford, Taylor, Preston contribute
to the fundraising success of our annual Benefit Breakfasts.
Thank you to all of our sponsors!
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Thank you to the sponsors

“Love and Paul’s Place”, the early
Valentine’s Day happy hour hosted by the
Paul’s Place Rising Leaders at Social Pub
& Pie Restaurant, proved just how much
our young donors love Paul’s Place! The
group raised over $200 and collected art
supplies to keep the creativity flowing for
the rest of the spring in our after-school
programs.

who joined forces in support of
Paul’s Place’s mission!
Premier Sponsors

Photo credit: Sloane Brown, Baltimore Sun

Community Builders

Block Champions

Table Captains

19/19 Investment
Counsel
BGE
CSX
CohnReznick
Maryland Department
of Housing and
Community
Development
Maryland Glass and
Mirror Company
Gorfine, Schiller &
Gardyn, P.A.
Legg Mason
Merritt Properties
M&T Bank
T. Rowe Price
Travelstead
Whiteford, Taylor, Preston

Maggy Burgess
Curtis Clark, Bon Secours
Health System
Phillip Clough,
ABSCapital Partners
Denie Dulin, Long and Foster
Real Estate
Dawn Ferenc, Wells Fargo
Carter Franke
Beth Garner, The Maryland
Zoo in Baltimore
Ed Giltenan, T. Rowe Price
Anne Hemmendinger
Eric Hemmendinger,
Shawe Rosenthal LLP
Patty Lattin, Legg Mason
Karin Lundquist,
CohnReznick
William McLennan,
Paul’s Place
Paul’s Place Rising Leaders
Brigid Peterson,
Brown Advisory
Faye Royale-Larkins,
Total Health Care, Inc.
Graham Savage, DTZ
Jeffrey Smith, Paul’s Place
Read Timken
Monica Tucker, STX

Special Thanks
Saratoga Insurance
Brokers
University of Maryland
School of Nursing
Wells Fargo

The Paul’s Place Rising Leaders and
Pigtown Food for Thought are planting
the seeds of hope in place of this vacant lot.
Volunteers from the two groups joined forces
on March 28 to demolish asphalt to prepare for
Pigtown’s newest community garden.

Spring is in the air
at Paul’s Place
Spring into Good Health, our fourth
annual wellness festival, drew crowds
of children and adults of all ages looking
for fun ways to be healthy on April 25.
Attendees participated in fitness classes
and healthy cooking demonstrations,
found myriad resources from healthrelated vendors, and learned more
about Paul’s Place’s regular health
and wellness programs.

We love our volunteers! Paul’s
Place feted the volunteers who
contribute so much to our community
in a variety of ways throughout
Volunteer Appreciation Week in April,
culminating with our annual Volunteer
Appreciation Luncheon on April
16. More than 45 of our dedicated
volunteers attended this wonderful
celebration at the Mobtown Ballroom,
located in the former St. Paul the
Apostle Church.
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Sustaining Paul’s Place’s Noble Work:
Creating a Legacy in Your Will
Ruth Cromwell has
earned her place in
Paul’s Place’s history.
A volunteer since
nearly the beginning,
Ruthie has been
instrumental in
establishing programs
that have stood the
test of time – a week of
summer camp at The Church of the Redeemer,
the Women’s Club, literacy tutoring, and the
annual Dinner in Spirit fundraising appeal.
She served on the Building Committee for the
original construction of our location on Ward
Street, served on the Board of Directors for many
years, and has been a steadfast member of the
Major Gifts Committee. And, after decades
of service, Ruthie is still a regular volunteer
with the Women’s Club.
It was only natural that Ruthie would want
to sustain these programs and others by making
an unrestricted bequest. She shares, “it is
important for me to leave Paul’s Place in my
will because it gives so much to the people in the
community who need it most. As I move on to
the other shore, I will know that I have helped
to sustain its noble work.”
Like Ruthie, you can make a difference in
the lives of thousands of children and adults for
years to come – instilling hope as they strive to
break the cycle of poverty – while still taking
care of your family and loved ones. A bequest*
– a contribution made after your lifetime
through your will – can allow you to make a
donation that fits the size of your commitment
to our work, a donation that may be significantly

larger than you could afford now. Regardless of
size, a bequest to Paul’s Place is a lasting and
meaningful gift to future generations.
Bequests to non-profit organizations,
like Paul’s Place, take a variety of
forms, including:
• S P E C I F I C: a bequest of a specific dollar
amount, particular securities, or other
designated property;
a bequest of a
percentage of the estate as valued
before or after payment to beneficiaries;

• P E R C E NTAG E:

a bequest of the remainder of
the estate, including real property, after
payments to beneficiaries;

• R E S I D UAL:

a bequest that takes
effect only in the event of the death of
one or more of the named beneficiaries;

• C O NTI N G E NT:

a bequest that
creates a trust from which beneficiaries
are paid during their lifetimes and the
balance of which is paid on the deaths
of the trust beneficiaries.

• T E STAM E NTARY TR U ST:

If you have included Paul’s Place in your estate
plans or would like more information about
sustaining our programs through a bequest,
please contact Jeffrey Smith at 410-625-0775
x120 or jsmith@paulsplaceoutreach.org.
* A bequest, or other significant gift, to an
organization such as Paul’s Place should always
be made in consultation with a qualified estate
planning attorney, a certified tax specialist, and
your family.

Paul’s Place’s Legacy Society
honors the leadership and vision
of individuals who have made a
commitment to our important
work beyond their lifetimes.
From bequests and memorials

Estate of Elizabeth A. Bryan
Estate of Bernard Kerns
Estate of Mary C.M. Leypoldt
Estate of Harriet M. Little
Estate of Richard A. Moore
Estate of John S. Morton, Jr.
Estate of Lettice Lee Lyon Morton
Estate of Eleanor K. Reed
Estate of Robert N. Riley
Individuals

Ruth and Mac Cromwell
Charles C.G. Evans Jr.
Roger and Anne Eve
Melanie and Donald Heacock
Kathy Hudson
William J. McLennan Sr.
John and Tricia Morton III
Jeannie D. Pohlhaus
Jaye Richardson
When you join the Paul’s Place
Legacy Society, you help
ensure the long-term strength
of our Southwest Baltimore
community.

cont. from pg. 1

prepared are fruit salad, microgreen crostini, omelets, banana bread,
quesadillas, mini quiches, tomato sauce, baked lemon chicken,
tabbouleh salad, and smoothies. The kids taste-test their creations
before packing up the food to be stored for future distribution. Then,
on the last Thursday of the month, meals are portioned out for each
family. The bags of food sent home include 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches,
and 2 dinners; instructions for re-heating and serving; and a response
card for families to identify the foods they liked or didn’t as well as
any foods they didn’t eat.

In a rare quiet moment in the kitchen, Aaliyah shared her thoughts
on the program, “Kids in the kitchen is an awesome program. It
teaches us proper culinary techniques and gives us good, homemade
food that we make as a community. I personally like Kids in the
Kitchen and I can say a lot of my peers also do. Overall, Kids in the
Kitchen is a great program they should definitely continue it.” And,
we will be doing just that! Paul’s Place received funding from West
Baltimore Primary Care Access Collaboration to fully implement the
program this fall.
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Executive Director’s Letter

J

ust two months ago, the nation looked on as despair turned to rage, then
violence in whole swaths of our beloved city. The death of one man,
Freddie Gray, in police custody became a tipping point for the outward
expression of utter hopelessness and anger resulting from deeply rooted
poverty and lack of opportunity in many of Baltimore’s neighborhoods.
Our neighborhood, less than a mile from the epicenter of the riots and with
similar levels of entrenched poverty, was not untouched by looting. The
Open Gates Health Center on Washington Boulevard was broken into for
the prescription drugs. But violence never took hold in Pigtown.
The next day, as the smoke cleared and relative calm ensued, we saw an outpouring of community
support to help the neighborhoods ravaged by the riots clean up and begin to rebuild and to help
the individuals in those communities meet their basic needs. In the days and weeks that followed,
we heard businesses commit to reopening or rebuilding, calls for more investment in Baltimore’s
beleaguered neighborhoods, and stirrings of conversation about the underlying causes of the riots.
The next day, in our corner of the city, hope prevailed. We opened our doors to the Southwest
Baltimore community as we do every day, our volunteers and staff greeting guests with big smiles
and warm welcomes. I want to personally thank everyone who reached out in concern for Paul’s
Place, to offer their support and to find out how they could help, as well as the volunteers who
arrived ready to serve our neighbors, despite the uncertainty of what the day would bring.
In times of crisis, whether city-wide or on an individual level, Paul’s Place is a steadfast resource
with hot meals; emergency eviction, utility, and food assistance; showers; clothing; health services;
and more. Our uplifting after-school educational and tutoring programs for children and youth,
adult literacy and computer classes, employment assistance, and case management are examples of
ways we are helping everyone we serve move to a brighter future.
Paul’s Place is a beacon of hope in our neighborhood, day in and day out, and we could not be
that for our community without our dedicated volunteers. Each week, more than 250 volunteers
contribute an average 765 hours. Last year, more than 1,000 adults and children volunteered for the
first time. Overall, last year, volunteers filled over 10,000 needs and contributed more than 40,000
hours. That is the equivalent of a $1,000,000 donation to Paul’s Place!

Peer Recovery Program
Offers Help, Hope for
Pigtown Addicts
Meet Dolly Miller, our Peer Recovery
Support Specialist. Dolly connects
individuals in recovery, and those
actively using, to resources including
treatment, assistance with transportation
to treatment programs, NA and AA
meetings, and counseling or peer
support groups for family members.
She knows the signs of addiction —
she is a recovering addict herself,
and she has been through extensive
training at Baltimore Behavioral Health
Systems to become an advocate.
She approaches individuals showing
signs of addiction and has an open
door for community members to turn
to her for help.
Our goal with this new component
of our case management and wellness
programs is to reduce the impact
of addiction on individuals and the
community as a whole. Baltimore City’s
goal in creating the peer recovery
advocate program three years ago
has been to fill a need for individuals
in recovery to be involved in helping
Baltimore City recover from substance
abuse. We are off to a good start in
achieving those goals: since Dolly
joined the staff last October, she has
helped over 100 Southwest Baltimore
adults find hope in the recovery process.

Volunteers are essential to our mission and to creating an environment that fosters hope, dignity,
and growth. Volunteers serve lunch, bus tables, sort clothing, assist guests one-on-one with clothing
selection, pack bags of emergency food supplies, run our Nurses’ Clinic, tutor GED students, teach
computer classes, mentor and tutor kids in our after-school program, and raise money to sustain our
work. Paul’s Place would not have the same power to positively transform the lives of our guests
without them!
At Paul’s Place, our hope is to eradicate the generational poverty and hopelessness that was one
underlying cause of the riots and unrest in our city. We are making progress, but there is still work to
be done. I hope you will join us as a volunteer and am grateful for all you already do to help Paul’s
Place be part of the solution. Thank you!

William J. McLennan, Executive Director

Paul’s Place is proud to be a
Standards for Excellence organization.
Standards for Excellence is awarded
by the Maryland Nonprofits and shows
that Paul’s Place operates with ethics
and accountability in our program
operations, governance, human
resources, financial management,
and fundraising practices.
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The Mission of Paul’s Place
Paul’s Place is a catalyst and leader for change, improving the
quality of life in the Washington Village/Pigtown neighborhood and
the surrounding Southwest Baltimore communities. Paul’s Place
provides programs, services, and support that strengthen individuals
and families, fostering hope, personal dignity, and growth.
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visit us on facebook - Paul’s Place Inc.

follow us on twitter - @PaulsPlace21230

New Online Face of Paul’s Place

The Messenger is a publication
of Paul’s Place, Inc.
Executive Director: William J. McLennan
Email: bmclennan@paulsplaceoutreach.org

Paul’s Place recently launched a
brand new, easy to navigate and
beautiful website at the same URL:
www.paulsplaceoutreach.org.
If you haven’t visited our website
lately, check it out! You’ll find:
• Enhanced content
that highlights the best
of Paul’s Place and
the communities we serve;
• Community spotlights with special stories to help you feel more
connected to Paul’s Place;
• Content customized specifically for volunteers and donors just one
click from the home page;
• Direct links to our Facebook, Twitter, and YouTube pages – like us and
follow us to see regular updates, stories, and photos; and
• Much, much more.

Visit (and bookmark) www.paulsplaceoutreach.org
to see for yourself.

Deputy Director: Sadie Smith
Email: ssmith@paulsplaceoutreach.org
For information about Paul’s Place sponsorships,
planned or major gifts or grants...
Director of Development: Jeffrey Smith
Email: jsmith@paulsplaceoutreach.org
For information about volunteering...
Volunteer Coordinator: Jayna Powell
Email: jpowell@paulsplaceoutreach.org
1118 Ward Street
Baltimore, MD 21230
Phone: 410-625-0775
www.paulsplaceoutreach.org
Paul’s Place, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Contributions to Paul’s Place, Inc. are tax-deductible.
Financial information is available from Paul’s Place or
from the Office of the Secretary of State, State House,
Annapolis, MD 21401. Phone: 410-974-5221

PAUL’S PLACE E-NEWS!
Please help Paul’s Place reduce costs as well
as our impact on the environment! Send us your
email address with the subject line: “E-news!”
and we’ll send you the “Messenger,” as well
as other pertinent, occasional Paul’s Place
information electronically. We promise not to
bombard your inbox and we will never sell or
share your contact information.

